A Mother's Journey into Reading

By Doris Doheny

When I was a young mom, I had many wonderful influences in my life.  Friends and family gave me much advice and guidance.  One such friend, gave me a book,

called The Read Aloud Handbook, by James Trelease.  This book was my introduction to the importance of reading to very young children.  The guide also included

reviews of books and what age or reading level the book was best suited for.  This was the beginning of my wonderful journey.

Naturally we all want to do what is best for our children.  I began to go to the library, checking out suggested books, and reading them to my daughter while she was

just a toddler.  Soon with the help of yard sales and school book clubs we discovered the joy of owning our own library of books.  Reading special books, over and

over, until we knew many of the words by heart, became a regular part of our lives.  This was as much of a treat for me as it was for my daughter.  I was like a big kid

myself.  You see, when I was a child, the only reading I did was at school. The books my daughter and I read together were new to me and just as enjoyable as if I

were the child.

With the birth of my second daughter, I began to read to her immediately.  Here is where I saw the power of reading to young children.  Almost without trying, this

child started reading on her own, long before attending school.  It was so evident that the time we had spent reading together was benefiting her tremendously.

When my youngest started kindergarten, I began volunteering in the school library.  There I was responsible for shelving and checking out books, and often has the

opportunity to witness the librarian reading to groups of children.  The children always seemed to love this.  The happy look on their faces and their quiet attention

was more proof of just how important reading aloud to children is.

I am so grateful that I was introduced to the importance of reading, while my children were so young.  Now I try to pass this along to the people in my life who are

new parents.  My favorite gift for a baby shower is a small bookshelf with several kid's books and a copy of The Read Aloud Handbook.  At holidays and birthdays,

books make the best, wonderful, long lasting gifts.

The work that the Family Reading Partnership is doing to help bring the message to parents and care givers should be supported by our community. How exciting that the newest edition of The Read-Aloud Handbook highlights Family Reading Partnership as of being at the forefront of community literacy efforts in the country.  I truly believe in

their mission and hope to see it and our children continue to reap the rewards of reading.
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