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Where is your favorite place to write?

I type at my desk or use paper on a clipboard on the sofa.

Has Ithaca influenced your writing in any way?

Living in Ithaca has taught me to respect people from all different backgrounds and to learn about family traditions and ways of raising children that are different from my own.

When do you get most of your writing done?
Mornings are best, in a quiet environment. Once I start with an idea, I think about it all the time and the story is reflected off of my day-to-day experiences.

Name two books that have inspired your writing.
Some classics: I adore Ruth Stiles Gannett's “My Father's Dragon” series for the perfect balance of thrills, adventure, and “I can do it” attitude. “The Snowy Day” by Ezra Jack Keats so beautifully describes life through a child's eyes.

Who is your favorite author?

There are so many favorites! I like Margaret Wise Brown for her warm, family images in “Good Night Moon” and also for being off-the-wall fanciful, as she is in “Little Fur Family.” I like Audrey Wood for her silliness.

If you use a computer, what's your favorite font to type in?
I use Times or Arial, but I love to play around with type. I chose Gill Sans for my book because it is the typeface that children's book author Eric Carle uses, and I think the clean lines of that font make it easier to read.

What do you want readers to take away from your book?

The message in my book is that reading to children is a wonderful family activity. I hope children feel cozy listening to all the places the Bear Family reads together and that parents are encouraged to read books every day to their children. This message is derived from the mission of the Family Reading Partnership, where I work and who published the book.

What do you love most about being an author?

I love being able to talk to children and tell them how the book was created. I encourage them to write and draw for their own pleasure and to share their creations with others.

What are you working on now?

I've started a book that is playful about woodland animals learning to dance.

If you could have dinner with any three fictional characters, which would you choose?

Curious George, the mother rabbit from “Good Night Moon” and the blue dog in “Go Dog, Go,” by P.D. Eastman. I think I'd have to do all the talking.

Katrina Morse is the author and illustrator of “At Home with Books” recently published by the Family Reading Partnership.

