Readers Share Family Book Traditions, 2010 and 2011
Thank you for your ideas! 

Make your Own Book

In the spirit of giving children books as a family holiday tradition in our family, this year I chose to create (using any of the numerous photo book websites) an "I Spy" book for my young children (ages 6, 4 and 2). It was great that I could personalize everything and I included pictures of some of their current favorite books as objects to locate. Given my children’s varied interests, I view this book as a wonderful memento and as a snapshot into their world at this particular stage in their life. I cannot wait for them to open the book!

~ Elizabeth in Lansing, NY

Book a Day Advent

Before December 1, wrap up 24 holiday or other favorite books (some can even be library books). Each day a child in your family can open one book and then the family can read it together.

~ Jennifer in Ithaca, NY
Visit the Library Regularly

Born in and growing up during the Depression, we didn't have any books in our home outside of a well-used set of encyclopedias. But we went to the library regularly, either taking the bus or walking the 2-1/2 miles many Saturdays.
 
Reading to our children became very important. They, likewise, follow through with their children to the point that even our third grade grandson can write a well-developed story in his child-like, charming manner. We've noted how our grandchildren’s vocabularies also reflect the steady reading that their parents do. Their grades in school remain at a high level.
~ Ruth in Dubuque, Iowa


Give Books as Gifts 
I always buy books for myself, children and grandkids, I think it is one of the best gifts you can give (or get). One of my first memories (before I was in school at age 5) was marveling at books and thinking, "One day I will be able to read this!" (Mother always read to me.) I was fascinated with books from the start. I always brag on my grandkids when they now read to ME! I always tell them that there isn't anything they can't do once they learn to read because then they can read directions to cook, drive, put things together, read a map, etc. The possibilities are endless. 

~ Rita in Evansville, IN

Books at Halloween

My children and I enjoy Calef Brown's zany poem stories and one in particular I felt would be simple to use on Halloween night: Skeleton Flowers. I used neon paint and painted the poem on poster board and then hung it from my front door and had a black light underneath it.  I also created “skeleton flowers" using random materials and finally printed out copies of the poem for all the trick-o-treaters to take with them (along with the standard candy). Reading can occur anytime, any place even while trick-or-treating.  My hope is that some of the children who may not be familiar with Calef Brown go to the library and check out one of his books.

~ Elizabeth in Lansing, NY

